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WORKSHOPS 


Workshops will be held the first week in June at Green Lake and 
the second week in June at Eau Claire. 


Miss Middleton will have the courses in Cataloging, Miss Reely the 
Books discussion, and Miss Burr the Work with Children. 


Guest faculty include Miss Emily Mayne, librarian of the Martin 
County (Minn.) Library and last year President of the Minnesota 
Library Association, who will have two round table discussions on 
County Library Work at each Workshop. A special Eau Claire Coun- 
ty day is also being planned. Mrs. Orrilla Thompson of Beaver Dam 
will have a course in Reference Work leveled at the small public 
library. Edgar G. Doudna, Secretary of the Board of Normal Regents, 
will discuss Wisconsin Centennial material. 


Advance registration is necessary before May 15. We are especial- 
ly concerned to have early reservations for Eau Claire since we must 
have a minimum of 40 if that meeting is to be held as planned at the 
State Teachers College. 
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"ROUND THE CIRCLE 


Send all News Items to Editor, "Round the Circle 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission 


Appleton. A class of 20, representing the 
libraries of Appleton, Menasha, Neenah, 
Kimberly, Kaukauna, and the Appleton 
Junior and Senior high schools, assembled 
for Mrs. Johnson’s instruction in mending 
on March 14. 


Beaver Dam. Since March 1 the Williams 
Free Library has kept open over the noon 
hour. The present schedule is from 10:00 
A. M. to 8:30 P. M., Monday through 
Friday; 10:00 A. M. to 5:30 P. M. on Sat- 
urday. “This added service to the public is 
made possible by the addition to the staff 
of a full-time library trained person, Miss 
Lila Burnett of Mosinee. Miss Burnett is a 
graduate of the University of Wisconsin and 
of the Library School of the University of 
Wisconsin. Two other additions to the staff 
have been made in recent months. Mrs. 
Aletta Summerfield replaced Mrs. Marguerite 
Seitzer as assistant librarian when Mrs. 
Seitzer joined her husband who returned to 
army service.Mrs. Summerfield came from 
Washington, D. C., where she had served 
in a number of government positions, in- 
cluding the Federal Housing Administration, 
Surplus Property Administration and in the 
Executive Office of the President during the 
war years. In addition to government posi- 
tions she served as secretary to the Korean 
Commission and to James H. R. Cromwell. 
Mrs. Ruth Cooke, another assistant recently 
added, came here from Los Angeles, 
California, where she was assistant to the 
owner of the Hazel Crist stationery shop.” 

—Beaver Dam Daily Citizen 


East Troy. Mrs. Ethel Desing is the new 
librarian. 

Fountain City. Mrs. Sylvia E. Hartley has 
been librarian since January. 


Green Bay. “In the first full year after the 
end of World War II library service has ac- 
celerated and is approaching its pre-war 
volume of business. Ex-G.I.’s are using the 
library’s services to a great extent from a 
practical, educational, and _ recreational 
standpoint. Serious reference work, especial- 
ly, is being done by the students of St. 


Norbert College, DePere. The reading and 
use of non-fiction books has increased, 
while the circulation of fiction has de- 
creased somewhat. Demands on the refer- 
ence service have been exceptionally heavy, 
both in questions which can be answered 
quickly and those requiring research. Books 
on house plans, on the organizing of small 
businesses, on fur farming, technical books 
on all subjects and practical approaches to 
earning a living have been in much de- 
mand. Circulation figures, only one method 
of measuring the usefulness of a library to 
the community, reached 482,228 this year, 
an increase of 81,917 over 1945. 

“About a thousand old books, printed 
from the 1500’s on, mainly on religion and 
philosophy, which had been presented to 
the library by the Rev. Witold Chewalibog 
some years ago, were given to the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin Library. Some of the 
books are bound in vellum and were print- 
ed on various presses throughout Europe. 
They should prove valuable to the scholar, 
and it is with this in mind, that the Library 
Board decided that they should be in a li- 
brary where they would be accessible for 
research.”—58th Annual Report, 1946. 


Lodi. Three townships—Dane, Lodi, and 
West Point—are now contributing to the 
support of the Public Library. A recently 
established Teen-Age shelf is proving popu- 
lar with the young people. 


Manawa. Mrs. Edward Richter is now li- 
brarian. 


Milwaukee. “In answer to the query of the 
City Attorney as to how the proposed con- 
solidation of county governments would af- 
fect the public library, Richard E. Krug, 
librarian of the Milwaukee Public Library, 
answered that a metropolitan library system 
serving ,the entire county would be better 
than the present one. It would raise the 
level of service over a larger area and make 
possible ‘more intelligent’ location of 
branches. Over-all cost would be about the 
same, he thought. In his view he had the 
support of the board. 
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“A committee of the board has been 
named to recommend an architect to pre- 
pare plans for remodeling the library-mu- 
seum building into a library only.”—Library 
Journal, Mar. 1, 1947. 


Minocqua. Mrs. Eva Johnson took over 
the library the first of the year. 


Racine. Mrs. Hazel Augustine, librarian of 
the Fratt Branch, died on March 22. She 
had been a member of the staff since 1918 
and was widely known in the state through 
participation in the activities of the organ- 
ized Workers with Children and in the 
State Association. 

Mrs. Augustine was especially successful 
as a story teller. “Children of four genera- 
tions will remember her for the stories that 
she has told in Racine’s libraries and else- 
where,” says a local paper. “She leaves 
behind a portfolio of several hundred stories 
in typewritten form which the library hopes 
to have bound in remembrance of her work 
for Racine.” 


Ripon. A new Browsing Alcove features 
books of interest to adult readers as well as 
to older young people. 
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Shawano. The Library has recently re- 
ceived as memorial gifts a hospital book 
truck, from Mrs. M. J. Walrich, in memory 
of her husband and daughter; and a com- 
bination R.C.A. radio and record player, 
from Mrs. Anton Kuckuk in memory of her 
husband, who had been a member of the 
Library Board for 35 years. 


Superior. “Conducting of special holiday 
children’s story hours, talks to various edu- 
cational groups in Superior and Douglas 
County, and letters to newcomers to the 
city, were among the activities listed for 
the public library during the final quarter 
of 1946, according to a report submitted to 
the city manager's office by Miss Lucile 
May, head librarian. . . . Letters were sent 
to 63 newcomers in Superior inviting them 
to the library.”—Evening Telegram. 


Waupun. The Dodge County Library As- 
sociation held a meeting in the Waupun 
Public Library on Thursday evening, March 
6, with representatives present from Hori- 
con, Lomira, Mayville, Dodge County 
Children’s Library, and Waupun public and 
high school libraries. Elizabeth Burr of the 
Library Commission was also present. 





W. L. A. OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS, 1946-1947 


President: Richard E. Krug, Milwaukee Pub- 
lic Library 

Vice President: Mrs. Orrilla M. Thompson, 
Williams Free Library, Beaver Dam 

Secretary: Mrs. Jane K. Billings, Clinton- 
ville Public Library 

Treasurer: Jessie Sanford, Wisconsin Rapids 
Public Library 


Committees 


Executive Committee: The Executive Com- 
mittee consists of the current officers and 
past president, Marie W. Barkman, Mead 
Public Library, Sheboygan. 

Adult Education—Joint Committee on Edu- 

cation in Wisconsin: 

Hazel Medway, Chairman 
Public Library) 

Benton Wilcox, Alternate (State Histor- 
ical Library, Madison) 


(Milwaukee 


Certification and Civil Service: 
Frances Clark, Chairman (Beloit Public 
Library) 
Elizabeth Faber 
Mrs. Edna M. Schaller 


Federal Co-Ordinator: 
Ruth Shapiro (Milwaukee Public Library) 


Finance ‘Committee: 
Margaret Reynolds, Chairman (First Wis- 
consin National Bank, Milwaukee) 
Mrs. Julia P. Pavloff 
Belle Schacht 


Membership Committee: 
Lucile May, Chairman (Superior Public 
Library) 
Mary de Jonge 
Ruth Shapiro 
Irene Newman 
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Nominating Committee: 
Laura M. Olsen, Chairman (Public Li- 
brary, Eau Claire) 
Josephine Austin 
Clara L. Lindsley 
Mrs. A. L. Anderson 
Marguerite Christensen 
Ruth P. Hayward 


Publicity Committee: 
Gerald Caffrey, Chairman (Milwaukee 
Public Library) 
Frances Clark 
Celia Hauck 


Resolutions Committee: 
C. B. Lester, Chairman (Free Library 
Commission, Madison) 


Salaries and Personnel Committee: 
Miss Elton Fry, Chairman (South Milwau- 
kee Public Library) 
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Robert Agard 
Muriel Marchant 
Helen Lincoln 


State Centennial Committee and Centennial 
Sub-Committee on Education: 
C. B. Lester, Chairman (Free Library 
Commission, Madison) 
Mrs. Winifred L. Davis 
Helen Northup 
E. E. Seebach, Centennial Sub-Commit- 
tee on Education (Milwaukee Public 
Library). 


State-Wide Library Service Committee: 
Dorothea Krause, Chairman (Wausau 
Public Library) 
Hazel Laing 
Mrs. Ruth Smith 
Mrs. Tom Dakin 
Muriel Fuller 
Mrs. Ethel Brann 





NEW BOOKS 
A Selected List Edited by Mary Katherine Reely 


Religion 


Miller, Randolph C., ed. The 
church and organized move- 
ments. 1946. 255p. Harper, 
$1.50 261 


Volume considering the relationship of 
the church to the various fraternal and 
welfare organizations which have taken 
over many of its one-time functions. Pub- 
lished as vol. 2 of the Interseminary 
Series. A later volume, edited by O. F. 
Nolde is entitled Toward world-wide 
Christianity. 


See Booklist 43:216 Mr. 15 ’47. 


Social Problems 


Allen, Robert S., ed. Our fair city. 
1947. 387p. Vanguard, $3.50. 
352 

‘ Character studies of 17 American 


cities written by local newspaper men 
are brought together here under the 


editorship of Robert S. Allen, at one 
time co-partner with Drew Pearson on 
Washington Merry-go-round. The gener- 
al introduction in which the editor sums 
up the prevailing graft and corruption 
gives the impression that here is an- 
other Shame of Cities. A reading of the 
articles, however, reveals conditions not 
quite so hopeless. In this respect, Mil- 
waukee, as written up by Richard S. 
Davis of the Journal staff, comes off as 
well as any of them. 


See Booklist 48:216 Mr. 15 ’47. 


Gillin, John Lewis. The Wiscon- 
consin prisoner. 1946. 266p. 
Univ. of Wisconsin Press, $2. 

365 


Case studies made at the Wisconsin 
State Prison form the basis of this book 
by Prof. Gillin, of the Sociology depart- 
ment at the University. Three types of 
prisoners were studied, murderers, sex 
offenders and property offenders, and 
there are many statistical tables point- 
ing comparisons between one group and 
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another, and with groups outside. For 
larger libraries. 


Henderson, Algo D. and Hall, 
Dorothy. Antioch college. 
1946. 280p. Harper, $3. 378 


Antioch college with its 5-year com- 
bined study-and-work course of study 
has attracted much interest. This book 
provides a description and appraisal of 
the plan as it has worked out in its near- 
ly 25 years of existence. Of interest to 
parents and to older high school boys 
and girls considering which college? 
Companion volumes are Bennington Col- 
lege by Barbara Jones, and a similar 
volume on Stevens college by Roy Ivan 
Johnson. 


See Booklist 43:180; 181, F. 15 47. 


Information please almanac, ed. 
by John Kieran. 1947. 1014p. 
Doubleday, $2. 317 


Much like the World Almanac in ap- 
pearance and in the type of information 
included. In addition gives a review of 


‘the year 1946 in a series of articles on 


politics, sports, the arts and sciences, 
etc. Written by specialists and has ad- 
ditional features, like the brief biog- 
raphies of all the presidents. Illustrated 
with maps and diagrams. 


See Booklist 43:181 F. 15 ’47. 


Thayer, V. T. Religion in public 
education. 1947. 212p. Viking, 
$2.75. 377.1 


Able statement against the case for 
introducing religious instruction into the 
public schools. ‘The author contends that 
American public schools are a unique in- 
stitution, that the reintroduction of re- 
ligious instruction is undemocratic and 
un-American, and that character train- 
ing is possible without religious teach- 
ing.” (Booklist). 


Hickok, Eliza M. The Quiz kids. 
1947. 2038p. illus. Houghton, 
$2.50. 621.384 
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The author, who started with the show 
as researcher for answer material and 
is now assistant director, tells the inside 
story of the program,—the difficulties 
in finding the right master of cere- 
monies, the qualities that make good 
“quiz kids,” the boners that they have 
pulled, and the fun that they have on 
and off the air. Listeners to the program, 
whatever age, will enjoy this detailed 
and popularly written account. 


See Booklist 43:218 Mr. 15 ’47. 


Fine Arts 


Whiting, John R. Photography is 
a language. 1947. 142p. illus. 
Ziff-Davis, $4. 770 


Treats of photography as a language, 
for presenting information, expressing 
ideas, and arousing emotion, with an ac- 
companying series of photographs which 
repay careful study. A valuable book for 
the beginner in photography, with 
special chapters on Picture careers and 
The beginning cameraman. 


See Booklist 43:202 Mr. 1 ’47. 
Literature 


Alsop Gulielma F. April in the 
branches. 1947. 257p. Dutton, 
$3.50. 818 or 828 


Two women friends, both professional- 
ly employed in New York city, buy an 
abandoned house in Connecticut, restore 
it and develop a garden. As told by one 
of them, this account of their adventure, 
with a record of the garden year from 
April to November, makes a delightful 
book for gardeners and nature lovers. 


Cullen, Countee. On these I 
stand. 1947. 197p. Harper, 
$2.50. 811 or 821 


A volume containing the poems which 
this negro poet had selected as his best 
shortly before his death, which occurred 
in February, ’47. Well worth adding in 
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any medium or larger library where the 
author is not already represented. 


See Booklist 43:208 Mr. 1 ’47. 


Ferril, Thomas Hornsby. I hate 
Thursday. 1946. 2338p. illus. 
Harper, $2.50. 814 or 824 


Thursday is the day when Mr. Ferril 
sits down at his typewriter to tap out 
his weekly contribution to the Rocky 
Mountain News. Selections from his col- 
umn make up this book and, however irk- 
some the author may have found the 
task, the results more often than not 
justify reprinting, for his comments on 
timely events and other matters are pun- 
gent and refreshing. 


History and Travel 


Buck, Pearl S. How it happens. 
1947. 276p. John Day, $3. 943 


Previous books in this series of “talks” 
with representatives of different coun- 
tries deal with China and Russia. In 
this volume an intelligent and well-edu- 
cated German woman, Erna von Pustau, 
gives a picture of Germany in the years 
1914-1933. Brings out the effects of the 
war, the blockade, the inflation, and 
gives a clear account of the Republic and 
the forces which led to its downfall. 


See Booklist 43:167 F. 1 ’47. 


Cohn, David L. This is the story. 
1947. 557p. Houghton, $3.50. 
940.53 


In 1944-45 the author was sent out to 
“make a study in the field of the Armed 
Service Forces.” His journey took him 
to Great Britain, France, Belgium, Italy, 
North Africa and the Far East. This is 
not his official report, rather it is a book 
of personal impressions ‘of the American 
soldier dispersed around the world,” and 
“of the peoples among whom he 
moved; what he thought of them and 
what they thought of him.” 


See Booklist 47:202 Mr. 1 ’47. 
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Jennings, John. Boston, cradle of 
liberty, 1630-1776. 1947 335p. 
illus. Doubleday, $3.50. 974.4 


The author of the recent novel Salem 
frigate (BULLETIN, Nov. ’46) has written 
this history of the port of Boston from 
its founding in 1630 to the British evacu- 
ation in 1776. Printed in large clear type 
and, like other books in the Seaport 
series, a good-looking volume. 


See Booklist 48:239 Ap. 1 ’47. 


Lauterbach, Richard E. Through 
Russia’s back door. 1947. 239p. 
Harper, $2.75. 914.7 


The author of These are the Russians 
(BULLETIN, July ’45) traveled by Trans 
Siberian railway from Vladivostok to 
Moscow, shared the life of his fellow 
passengers, got off at way stations to 
take pictures and talked freely with the 
people. He traveled unofficially, but In- 
tourist arranged the trip and his com- 
partment mate was a government repre- 
sentative. 


See Booklist 43:203 Mr. 1 ’47. 


Look, Editors of. The Southwest. 
1947. 3938p. illus. Houghton, 
$5. 917.91 


This is the first of the seven regional 
books planned to follow the master vol- 
ume Look at America, published last 
fall. In text and pictures it covers four 
states, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas and 
Oklahoma. The introduction is by Paul 
Horgan, the illustrations are of the qual- 
ity to be expected of Look, and the tour- 
ist will find in it a foretaste of what he 
will find if he visits the region. 


Rutledge, Archibald. God’s child- 
ren. 1947. 159p. illus. Bobbs, 
$3. 917.57 


The author, who lives on a South 
Carolina plantation which has been in 
his family’s possession since pre-Revolu- 
tionary times, writes of some of his 
friends, the negroes who live and work 
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on the plantation. Emphasis is on skilled 
craftsmanship and understanding of na- 
ture as well as on mutual affection and 
loyalty. Photographic illustrations follow 
the numbered pages. 


Yates, Haydie. 70 miles from a 
lemon. 1947. 235p. Houghton, 
$3. 917.7 


Returning to New York from a vaca- 
tion abroad, the author and her husband 
decide impulsively to give up their jobs 
and strike out for Wyoming, which had 
been the scene of their first meeting 
some years before. This is the story of 
their pioneering adventures building up 
a cattle ranch on the Crow Indian 
reservation near the Montana border. 
Point of view is somewhat sophisticated, 
but the pioneering hardships are real 
and the book may well be added to the 
growing list of personal narratives. 


See Booklist 43:240 Ap. 1 ’47. 
Biography 


Derleth, August. Village day- 
book. 1947. 306p. Pellegrini 
and Cudahy, $3.25. 921 


Like Village year, this is a book made 
of selections from the author’s diaries, 
consisting of nature notes from river and 
marshes, personal items concerning vil- 
lage residents, thoughts and reflections, 
occasionally expressed in verse. With the 
end-paper map by Hjalmar Skuldt, wood 
cut illustrations by Frank Utpatel and 
excellent typography is an attractive 
book. 


Erskine, John. The memory of 
certain persons. 1947. 439p. 
Lippincott, $4. 921 


A long autobiography, perhaps too 
fully detailed in its early chapters to 
hold the interest of the general reader. 
But as college teacher, originator of the 
“Great Books” idea in education, author 
of satiric novels and director of the Juil- 
liard School of Music, Mr. Erskine has 
had a varied life; his acquaintanceship 
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has been extensive and there is much to 
appeal to the widely-read public. 


See Booklist 43:240 Ap. 1 ’47. 


Frank, Philipp. Einstein, his life 
and times. 1947. 298p. illus. 
Knopf, $4.50 921 


Although this book can only be fully 
appreciated by the reader of some scien- 
tific background there is enough of pri- 
vate life and personality to interest 
others to whom Einstein is a somewhat 
legendary figure. For purchase, however, 
it is to be recommended for medium and 
larger libraries. 


See Booklist 43:217 Mr. 15 ’47. 


Freeman, Allen Weir. Five mil- 
lion patients. 1946. 299p. Scrib- 
ner, $3. 921 


This “professional life of a health of- 
ficer” begins with brief sketches of the 
author’s life as a student at Johns Hop- 
kins from which he graduated in 1905. 
Following a year of internship and a 
year of private practice, he was ap- 
pointed medical inspector for the new 
department of public health just estab- 
lished in Richmond, Virginia, and his 
professional life since has been in that 
field. Told in the third person in short 
chapters proves an unexpectedly interest- 
ing addition to medical biography. 


See Booklist 43:168 F. 1 47. 


Hatch, Alden. Franklin D. Roose- 
velt. 1947. 413p. Holt, $3.00 
921 


This is frankly a “novelized biog- 
raphy” although the author states that 
“the facts are absolutely accurate, the 
conversations except in the earlier part 
of the book, are generally verbatim re- 
ports. In the case of thoughts attributed 
to President Roosevelt the interpretation 
is based on his public speeches, private 
letters, and intimate conversations.” Has 
a 16-page section of photographs, bib- 
liography and index. 


See Booklist 43:227 Mr. 15 ’47. 
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Johnston, Alva. The case of Erle 
Stanley Gardner. 1947. 87p. 
illus. Morrow, $1.50. 921 


Brief biography of a man who gave 
up practicing law to write mystery 
stories, because it would enable him to 
live the kind of outdoor life he wanted. 
A section of photographs shows what 
that life is like on his big California 
ranch and a bibliography of 9 pages lists 
the books by which the ranch is main- 
tained. 


Kelly, Fred C. George Ade, warm 
hearted satirist. 1947. 282p. 
Bobbs, $3.50. 921 


A biography which will provide mater- 
ial for a re-evaluation of the work of 
this Indiana humorist. Of particular in- 
terest are the chapters on his early pro- 
ductive period when he was writing his 
Fables in Slang, working in cooperation 
with John T. McCutcheon and associat- 
ing with the literary group which gave 
promise of making Chicago the cultural 
capital of the country. 


Lord, Russell. The Wallaces of 
Iowa. 1947. 615p. illus. Hough- 
ton, $5. 921 


A joint biography of the three Wal- 
laces who have been prominent in state 
and national affairs. The first Henry 
Wallace founded Wallace’s Farmer and 
was a power in the promotion of farm- 
ers’ organization and agricultural edu- 
cation. Henry Cantwell Wallace was 
Secretary of Agriculture under Presi- 
dents Harding and Coolidge. The present 
Henry Agard Wallace has been Secre- 
tary of Agriculture and Vice-President. 
A book of both timely and permanent 
interest; published as one of the Life-in- 
America books. 


Fiction 


Banning, Margaret Culkin. The 
clever sister. 1947. 275p. Har- 
per, $2.50. 
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Love and politics combine in this story 
of two sisters, one who works for her 
living, one who gets what she wants by 
exercise of charm over men. By an 
author who always tells a competent 
story but who never quite lives up to the 
promise of her talents. 


See Booklist 43:241 Ap. 1 ’47. 


Finlay, Lucile. The coat I wore. 
1947. 354p. Scribner, $3. 


In this historical novel South Carolina 
loyalists who move over into what was 
then known as West Florida in order to 
live under the British flag find them- 
selves involved in a_ three-cornered 
struggle embracing Britain, the revolt- 
ing colonies, and Spain. Unfortunately, 
certain episodes make it undesirable for 
young people’s reading. 


Freedman, Benedict and Nancy. 
Mrs. Mike. 1947. 312p. Cow- 
ard, $2.75. 


Katherine Mary O’Fallon was 16 
years old when she was sent out from 
Boston to her uncle’s ranch in Alberta. 
Shortly after, she met and married Ser- 
geant Mike Flannigan of the Canadian 
Mounted Police and went with him to 
live in the far north. The story of their 
life together is one of youth and happi- 
ness, hardship, disaster, tragedy and 
courage. The book reads like a personal 
narrative and proves to be based on real- 
life experiences, told here at second hand 
by the two young authors. 


See Booklist 43:205 Mr. 1 ’47. 


Green, Paul. Salvation on a 
string, and other tales of the 
south. 1946. 278p. Harper, 
$2.50. 


Both colored 4nd white citizens figure 
in these stories of a southern community 
by an author best known for his plays. 


See Booklist 48:170 F. 1 ’47. 
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Haines, William Wister. Com- 
mand decision. 1947. 258p. 


Little, $2.50. 


A behind-the-scenes war story of the 
recent war involving the problems of an 
air force division commander in Eng- 
land in conflict with his superiors, other 
branches of the service and political 
elements. Has “comic relief, but no ro- 
mance,” says the Booklist. “For men 
rather than women.” 


See Booklist 43:170 F. 1 ’47. 
Lavin, Mary. At Sallygap, and 


other stories. 1947. 348p. 
Little, $2.75. 
Short stories of Irish life by the 


author of The house in Clewe street. 
Somber in tone, told with fine artistry, 
will appeal to discriminating readers. 
Some have appeared in Atlantic, Yale 
Review and other magazines. 


See Booklist 43:242 Ap. 1 47. 


O’Meara, Walter. The trees went 
forth. 1947. 253p. Crown, 
$2.75. 


This story of the last great days of 
lumbering in Minnesota should have a 
special interest in Wisconsin, where the 
conditions were so similar, although the 
end with us came earlier. Story interest 
may seem slight, but the description of 
life in the camp, of its organization and 
discipline, of the processes and skills in- 
volved in the task are fascinating enough 
in themselves. The story covers one win- 
ter, the winter when young Matt Brad- 
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ley, forced by his father’s death to leave 
college, “goes up for Dempsey.” 


Ross, Nancy Wilson. The left 
hand is the dreamer. 1947. 
391p. William Sloane, $3.50. 


Fredericka had married her cousin 
Christopher for peace and security, and 
through the marriage, had been able to 
keep unbroken the tie which bound her 
to Aunt Palm, now her mother-in-law. 
Aunt Palm is a fascinating character, 
and the author reveals an unquestioned 
talent, but readers who still believe in 
the obligations of personal responsibility 
will question the solution provided for 
the heroine’s problem. 


See Booklist 43:206 Mr. 1 ’47 


Saxton, Mark. Prepared for rage. 
1947. 360p. William Sloane, 
$3.50. 


The title, taken from a poem by Robert 
Frost, refers to the growing threat of 
war which faced the college generation 
graduating in the late 1930’s. Thoughtful 
book by a young writer, marred for con- 
servative readers by extreme frarikness 
of language and incident in some of its 
chapters. 


Schorer, Mark. The state of mind. 
1947. 346p. Houghton, $3. 


This is the first collection of short 
stories by a Wisconsin author who has 
previously published two novels and a 
scholarly study of William Blake. As in- 
dicated by the title, the stories deal with 
“states of mind,” and will appeal primar- 
ily to readers who appreciate good writ- 
ing ‘and psychological insight. 


Books for Children and Young People 
Selected and Annotated by Elizabeth Burr 


For Younger Children 


Beim, Lorraine. Benjamin Busy- 
body. 1947. [57p.] illus. Har- 
court. $2. 

A picture book for small boys and 


girls who will be interested in the every- 
day doings of a small, busy boy like 


themselves. Written with the coopera- 
tion of the Bank Street nursery school 
and illustrated gayly and colorfully by 
Violet La Mont. For the Parents’ Shelf. 


Burton, Earl and Limette. Taffy 
and Joe. 1947. 64p. illus. Whit- 
tlesey, $2. 
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Joe, a clever, gay and mischievous 
monkey and Taffy, the shaggy yellow 
dog next door become best friends and 
run away to become star performers in 
a circus. It is by the same author-artist 
team who did Exciting adventures of 
Waldo (BULLETIN, Nov. ’45). Well 
bound, good type and attractive pictures 
for the beginning reader. 


Ernest, Edward. Peter’s birthday 
party. 1947. [80p.] illus. Ox- 
ford, bds., $1. 


A nice little birthday book for the 
youngest patrons, bound in paper, with 
Pelagie Doane pictures of boys and girls 
and the birthday presents. For the Par- 
ents’ Shelf. 


Friedman, Frieda. Dot for short. 
1947. 207p. illus. Morrow, $2. 


Although the Flemings live so close to 
the elevated trains that the noise inter- 
feres with family conversations and they 
don’t have too much of the world’s goods, 
they are a happy family who share with 
each other and have lots of fun. The age 
of the heroine—(Dot is ten) ,—the large 
print, and the Carolyn Haywood pictures 
make it a good choice for fourth and 
fifth graders. 


Grimm, Jacob and William. The 
golden goose. 1947. 23p. illus. 
Houghton, $1. 398 


A retelling of a favorite Grimm fairy 
tale with attractive pictures, good type 
and well bound. One of the Nursery book 
series. 


Johnson, Margaret S. and Helen 
L. Joey and Patches, a tale of 
two kittens. 1947. 70p. illus. 
Morrow, $2. 


The Johnsons have turned from dogs 
and horses to cats for this new story for 
the beginning readers. Although simple 
in sentence structure and set in 24 point 
type, the plot is sufficient to interest 
the 4th and 5th grade slow reader. 
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Lida. The little French farm. new 
ed. [26p.] illus. Harper, $1.25. 


A new edition of a delightful picture 
book of farm animals that is listed as 
O. P. in the 7th edition of Children’s 
Catalog. 


Mason, Miriam E. The middle 
sister. 1947. 160p. illus. Mac- 
millan, $1.75. 


Eight year old Sarah Samantha 
chooses her apple tree as the treasure 
that she wants to take to Minnesota 
when her family moves from Ohio. She 
needs it to carry out a bargain with her 
favorite uncle to trade an apple dump- 
ling made from its apples for a lion’s 
tooth which will make her brave. Grace 
Paull illustrates this excellent “easy 
reading” story for third and fourth 
graders. 


MacDonald, Betty. Mrs. Piggle- 
wiggle. 1947. 119p. illus. Lip- 
pincott, $2. 


May Lamberton Becker says “Betty 
MacDonald knows as much about child- 
ren as she does about eggs and enjoys 
them a whole lot more.” Cures for 
“answer - backers,” “fighter-quarrelers,” 
“never-want-to-go-to-bedders,” etc., are 
given by Mrs. Piggle-wiggle,—stories 
that Betty MacDonald has told to an 
audience of youngsters’ successfully. 
Whether children, reading the stories, 
will think them as hilarious will be in- 
teresting to see. 


Petersham, Maud and Miska. 
America’s stamps, the story of 
one hundred years of U. S. 
Postage stamps. 1947. 144p. 
illus. Macmillan, $3.50. 383 


This is another Petersham pictorial 
history of the United States with the 
same format as American A B C. It con- 
tains not only good reproductions and 
philatelic information about the stamps 
but also the history of the United States 
as the Petershams have told it through 
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the stories behind the stamps and by 
their pictures of the events that the 
stamps commemorate. Will be of interest 
to the stamp collector of every age. 


Older Boys and Girls 


Baker, Olaf. Bengey and the 
beast. 1947. 243p. illus. Dodd, 
$2.75. 


Skoma, the red fox, Bengey, an Eng- 
lish lad, Bagloosey, a queer old woods- 
man, and the Gunderbust, the terror of 
the woods are the outstanding characters 
of this animal story that has a flavor 
and a charm unusual to most animal 
books. For animal lovers in fifth grade 
and up. 


De la Mare, Walter. Rhymes and 
verses; collected poems for 
children. 1947. 344p. illus. 
Holt, $3. 821 


A collection of De la Mare’s poems 
from Bells and Grass, Crossings, Down- 


. Adown-Derry, Peacock Pie, Songs of 


Childhood, This year: next year, Stuff 
and Nonsense, A child’s Day and others. 
Elinore Blaisdell’s drawings add to the 
beauty of this distinguished addition to 
the poetry shelves. 


Garbedian, H. Gordon. Thomas 
Alva Edison, builder of civil- 
ization. 1947. 231p. illus. Mess- 
ner, $2.50. 921 


The centennial year of Edison’s birth 
makes this a timely addition to the biog- 
raphy shelf to supplement Meadowcroft’s 
Boy’s Life of Edison. The author is a 
journalist and has written a readable, 
human account of a lovable genius. 
Junior and senior high school age. 


Hazeltine, Alice I. and Smith, 
E. S., eds. The Easter book of 
legends and_ stories. 1947. 
3892p. illus. Lothrop, $2.75. 
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The selections for this anthology have 
been chosen from the literature of 
Easter,— from “Biblical narrative, sac- 
red song, nature verse, . . . poems, plays, 
legends and stories associated with the 
Day. They represent both the old and 
the new.” Companion book to 
Christmas book of legends and stories 
(rev. ed. 1944) by the same editors. Both 
are “first purchase” titles for children’s 
collections. 


Howard, Elizabeth. Summer un- 
der sail. 1947. 2183p. Morrow, 
$2. 


Sixteen year old Clarissa, daughter 
and granddaughter of Great Lakes ship- 
owners, disgraces herself with her love 
for the lakes, indifference to young men 
and her interest in women’s rights back 
in the 1850’s in Cleveland. She is sent 
off for a voyage on her grandfather’s 
schooner to her great delight and meets 
a young man who shares her own inter- 
ests. Good to suggest to junior high 
school girls who are reading only career 
and modern girl stories. 


Marshall, Dean. The silver robin. 
1947. 246p. illus. Dutton, 
$2.50. 


An answer to the need for good bird 
stories for the fourth to sixth grade 
reader. Human beings are a minor in- 
cident in this story of fact and fancy of 
the Silver Robin’s woods. The middle 
Robin is an appealing character; his 
story is brimming with the beauty of 
nature and authentic bird lore, as well 
as fascinating adventures. A Junior 
Literary Guild book. 


Newkirk, Louis V. Your craft 
book. 1947. 212p. illus. Inter- 
national Textbook, $5. 790 


Craft projects for young and old, in- 
cluding toys and games to make, holiday 
gifts and decorations, masks and pup- 
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pets, projects for the needle and thread, 
modeling, music makers and gift sug- 
gestions. Materials and tools are those 
usually found in a home, or easily obtain- 
able and inexpensive. Illustrated by 
drawings and full sized patterns. An ex- 
pensive book that will be a good pur- 
chase if additional handicraft material is 
needed. 


April, 1947 


Yates, Elizabeth. Joseph. 1947. 
72p. illus. Knopf, $2. 221 


Subtitle: The King James version of a 
well loved tale arranged by Elizabeth 
Yates. Beauty of typography and wood 
engravings by Nora S. Unwin make a 
book of distinction for the Bible collec- 
tion. 





Summer Course in County and Regional Libraries at Columbia 


The School of Library Service at Columbia University will offer a 
course, in Rural, County and Regional Libraries during the 1947 
summer session, July 7 to August 15. Miss Julia Wright Merrill, 
formerly chief of the Department of Information and Advisory Serv- 
ices of the American Library Association, will conduct the course. 
She brings to the task long experience both in the field and in her 
strategic position at A. L. A. The course will stress those aspects 
of administration and service which distinguish rural from muni- 
cipal libraries, with particular emphasis on relations with local of- 
ficials and groups, finance, and organization for area-wide service. 
Courses may be taken at the same time in rural sociology and in 
rural education, thus making possible an unusual educational ex- 
perience for extension librarians. Additional information may be ob- 
tained from the School of Library Service at Columbia University, 
New York 27, N. Y. 








